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Figure 2 

 
Once logged in the Administration options are available on the first page. Click on 
Mappings. 
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The " �� ��
 Field contains a list of all the field names in the table selected on the previous 
screen. If an SQL option was used instead of the table option then the list contains the entire 
field names used in the Select part of the SQL statement. 

The Destination Field contains a list of all the Interactive Reporting field names associated 
with the table selected on the previous screen. For the more common field names such as 
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Name and ID, Interactive Reporting provides set names to connect to. There are also a 
number of custom fields that may be used for the less commonly used fields.  
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To connect a field from the source box to the destination box simple click on the value to be 
connected in each box and then press the connect button.  

Note: A Destination value may be connected to only ONE Source value but a Source value 
may have multiple Destination values connected to it.	
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1. The Rename feature allows the user to customise the Destination name to make 
it more intuitive when it appears on the main screen.  

2. The Trash Can icon deletes the connection.  
3. The Visible Box feature allows this value to appear in the generated report 

when the box is clicked.  
4. The Find Box feature places a find icon next to the value. This allows the user 

to search for the value.  
5. When the Analyze Box is clicked this value is then placed in the Analyze drop 

down menu.  
6. The Text Box has eight options - The options are:  

·  Text Box - Field has a text box to enter value.  
·  Combo Box - Field has a drop down menu with values. 
·  Combo Box w/codes - Field has a drop down menu with values and 

codes in parenthesis.  
·  Multi-Select Combo Box - Field has a drop down menu with values. 

More then one value may be selected. 
·  Multi-Select Combo Box w/codes - Field has a drop down menu with 

values and codes in parenthesis. More then one value may be selected.  
·  None - Field does not appear in the Main Screen.  
·  Multi-Select Combo Box (w/o ALL) - Field has a drop down menu with 

values. More then one value may be selected. ALL is not included at the 
top of the list. 

·  Multi-Select Combo Box w/codes (w/o ALL)- Field has a drop down 
menu with values and codes in parenthesis. More then one value may be 
selected. ALL is not included at the top of the list. 
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#Logins contains a record of how many times a user has logged into the system on with the 
user or the administrator side since the date indicated at the top of the field. To reset, simply 
click on the Reset Login Counter link. This will also update the date at the top of the field. 
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·   	 � ���" � � ��
�8�When sending an email it is customary to have a reply address. When 
the user requests a report to be emailed to him, the address provided in Email 
Source field will be the reply-to address of the email.	
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 	� � �� � �	�� 	� � � !	

·  " � � #�#����9	 � * �� 	 field specifies the port number, usually port 25, to be used by 
SMTP on the SMTP Server. 	

·  7 � � � �� � �� �
�� ����
� � 
� � ���� �� 8	 � * �� 	 7�� �� 	 contains the HTTP path to the Interactive 
Reporting web server.	
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	 �� 
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�8�When an error occurs when emailing a report, it is important 
that an Administrator is contacted to rectify the problem. The field Email Problem 
Reports contains the email address that the system will automatically use if an error 
of this nature occurs.	
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·  Default Ordering Method - this value indicates the default ordering to use when a 
report is generated. It has two options by which to order the columns: Code or 
Description.	

·  Filter Value Ordering: - This value indicates the default for the Order By dropdown 
when the user initially logs-on to Interactive Reporting. It has two options: to order 
by Code or Description.	

·  Filter Value Search-Type:  The find box (appears on the find screen when the find 
icon is selected) in the filter section of IR uses this value. If this is set to Case-
Sensitive then all case sensitive boxes when searching for a value default to Case-
Sensitive and a tick appears in the case-sensitive box. 	
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��8	This field is used to update the database with the alphanumeric license 
key. This unique key will be issued to the user by Interactive Reporting or by the 
reseller, either for evaluation purposes or on purchase of the product.	
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�� � � 	 � � � �� ' � 	 
+	 -	 � * �� 	 7�� �� 	 is needed for the licensing of Interactive 
Reporting. This field value must match that given to Interactive Reporting or to its 
representative.	
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+�8�The default font size sets the font for the text in the generated 
reports. There are five options to choose from ranging from +2 to -2. The default 
option for this is 0.	
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NB. Please ensure that the name/description of the template, WITHIN the imported 
template file, is unique. The following error appears if the name is not unique  
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1. Using Database Indexes 
 To get reasonable speed it is advisable to create database indexes in the invoice 
transaction table on the invoice_date, category, salesrep, invoice_number, item and 
customer fields.  Unless this is done, it will be difficult to obtain quick results from 
the  reports.  
 
2. M inimizing the number  of fields to transfer .  
 Every field transferred takes up space.  Invoice Transaction tables can 
sometimes have up to 60 fields or more.  Interactive Reporting only uses a few of 
these fields (i.e. item, cost, price, qty, category, salesrep, invoice_date, 
invoice_number, customer).  If only the necessary fields are transferred, and hence 
the amount of data imported is reduced, then the database access will be quicker.  
This is particularly true if there are millions of records present.  Essentially, the 
database server does not have to read in or cache as much information.  
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3. Separate Database for  Analysis. 
 If a large number of analyses are run, this may affect the performance of the 
accounting system.  One approach to rectify this is to transfer the data to a separate 
database.  We suggest a daily import script to import the data.  If this approach is 
adopted, the real-time reporting capabilities will be lost. 
 
 Advice on setting-up a separate data warehouse is given in the next appendix. 
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f a separate data warehouse is set up, the following tips might be useful: 
  

1. M icrosoft Access 
 We recommend that the user keeps a template database.  Every night, a fresh 
copy of the template should be made, and  the data imported into the copy. This is a 
throwaway copy and will be replaced the next night.  The reason we recommend 
this is that file-size grows with every data import and the database will cease 
functioning once file-size reaches 2GB.  The data-warehouse will use the copy. 
 
2. SQL Server  
 We recommend the use of Microsoft Data Import Tool (DTS) to set-up a 
database task to import the relevant tables.  This task can be scheduled either 
nightly (for the current database) or monthly (for any history file that may exist).  
We also recommend that transaction logs are not kept on the data warehouse 
(uncheck ‘Truncate Log’  on the ‘Checkpoint’  option).  Otherwise, the database will 
keep on growing unnecessarily and become unresponsive. 

 
3. History Files 
 The user should only need to import the history file once a month, while the 
current file should be imported daily.  The reason is that the history file shouldn’ t 
change once the month’s data has been closed.  Both History and Current files 
should be indexed. 
 If the accounting system does store them separately, then they will need to be 
combined at some stage. The user can combine them by using a View with a union 
in it. This may be accomplished using the SQL option in the Data-Mapper.  The 
advantage of a union is that it will remove duplicate rows.  However, a history 
signifier should not be included in the union. A combined table can also be 
generated, though this must be performed carefully to avoid duplicate rows.  The 
current table can contain rows that come from before the start of the period. 
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4. Left Joins  
 For data consistency, the system is designed to always use a left join whenever 
data is joined with another table (we do not want the system to lose any rows when 
trying to calculate a sales figure).  
 If SQL is used, then an attempt should be made to try to use LEFT JOINs when 
combining other tables with the main invoice transaction table from the system. 
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lthough Interactive Reporting is principally designed to allow analysis of the 
Accounts Receivable paradigm, it may be extended to the following:  
 
 

1. Sales Order  Transactions 
 Interactive Reporting can be used to analyse sales transactions. The user just 
needs to connect it to the Sales Transaction database, renaming the column titles. 
 
2. Invoices 
 If the user does not have Invoice Transactions available, the invoices can still 
be analysed.  The user should map the invoice line-total to price, and leave quantity 
unmapped (qty will default to 1).  There will be no average cost or average price 
columns.  Users will not be able to analyse by item (unless there is an item to invoice 
correspondence). 
 
3. Inventory 
 By mapping ‘ inventory cost’  to price, ‘ inventory on hand’  to qty, the user can 
analyse the inventory information. The user should import the main inventory table (or 
the ‘ inventory at location’  table if they wish to analyse multiple warehouses). The 
column titles should also renamed.  
 
4. Sales Orders 
 If Sales Transactions is not available, then Sales Orders can still be analysed.  
To do this map the invoice total to price, and leave qty unmapped.  There will be no 
average cost or average price columns.  Users will not be able to analyse by item 
(unless there is an item to sales order correspondence).  The user should also rename 
the column titles. 
 
5. Purchasing Order  Transactions and AP Transactions. 
 Analysis of the PO transactions and AP transactions should be possible by 
mapping COG to price.  
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STYLE type="text/css"> 
 
<!--  
BODY { background: white; font: Arial}  
A: link { color: blue}  
A: visited { color: teal}  
H1 { font-size: 24pt; font-family: Arial}  
H2 { font-size: 18pt; font-family: braggadocio}  
H3 { font size:14pt; font-family: Desdemona}  
font { font-family: times}  
 
.analysisSelect_select { }  
.analysisSelect_title { font-size: 12pt; font-weight: bold; color: black}  
.analysisSelect_selectCell { text-align: left}  
.analysisSelect_titleCell { }  
.analysisInfo_row { }  
.analysisInfo_titleCell { font-size: 12pt; font-weight: bold; color: black}  
.analysisInfo_cell { text-align: left; color: black}  
 
.filter_heading { font-weight: bold; color: red}  
.filter_title { }  
.filter_titleCell { text-align: left; font-weight: bold; color: #444488}  
.filter_select { }  
.filter_selectCell { }  
.filter_text { }  
.filter_textCell { }  
.filter_date { }  
.filter_dateCell { }  
 
.ir_title { font-size: 18pt; font-weight: bold; color: darkblue}  
.screen_title { font-size: 18pt; font-weight: bold; color: gray}  

� � � � 
 � �; �

! �



	 � � � � � � � 	 � � � � � �  � � 	 � � � � ! " 	 � # � � � �  � � # � � $ 	 ! � �

� , +, +, +, +

.screen_subtitle { font-size: 12pt; font-weight: bold; color: #00007F}  

.screen_instruction { font-size: 16pt; font-weight: bold; color: black}  

.loginInstruction { font-size: 16pt; font-style: italic; font-family: arial; color: blue}  

.login_titleCell { font-weight: bold; text-align:left}  

.errorMessage { font-size: 12pt; font-weight: bold; font-family: arial; color:red}  

.promptMessage { font-size: 12pt; font-style: italic}  

.noRecordsFound { font-size: 14pt; font-weight: bold; color:red; text-align: center}  

.smallHelpText {  font-size: 12;  }  
 
.table_class { border-width: 2; border-style: ridge}  
.tableheading_row { background-color: #E0E0E0; font-size: 14; font-weight: bold;}  
.tableheading_cell { text-align:center; font-weight:bold; border-width: 1; border-style: 
none}  
.tableheading_totalCell { text-align: right; font-weight: bold; font-style: italic; border-
style: none}  
.tablerow_even_row { background-color: #FFFFFF}  
.tablerow_odd_row { background-color: #F0F0F0}  
.tablerow_titleCell { font-weight: bold; border-width: 1; border-style: solid}  
.tablerow_totalCell { font-weight: bold; border-width: 1; border-style: solid; text-align: 
right}  
.tablerow_cell { border-width: 1; border-style: solid; text-align: right}  
.tablegrouptotal_row { background-color: #FFFFCC; font-weight: bold; text-align: 
right}  
.tablegrouptotal_titleCell { border-width: 1; border-style: solid}  
.tablegrouptotal_cell { font-weight:bold; border-width: 1; border-style: solid}  
.tabletotal_row { background-color: #CCFFFF; font-weight: bold; text-align: right}  
.tabletotal_titleCell { border-width: 1; border-style: solid}  
.tabletotal_cell { border-width: 1; border-style: solid}  
 
.favouritesTable_class { border-width: 2; border-style: ridge}  
.favouritesTable_heading_row { font-weight: bold; font-style:italic; background-color: 
#E0E0E0; font-size: 16}  
.favouritesTable_heading_cell { }  
.favouritesTable_row { background-color: white}  
.favouritesTable_cell { border-width: 1; border-style: solid; }  
.favouritesTable_operation { }  
--> 

 
</STYLE> 
 
The following is an explanation of the classes that appears in the sample.css file.  
The file is divided into six sections. These are the styling format for:  

·  �* � 	� � � � � ��	�� � ' 	� � 	� ��	�* � 	� � � � � 	>�!� !	�� 1�	� �� �� � "	3� � ' � � � � � � 	� � �� � �"� �� !@	
·  the Analysis section on the main page 
·  the Filter section on the main page 
·  the Tables produced from the reports 
·  the error and help messages which occur when producing a report  
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·  the Favourites section on the main page 
 
 
This indicates that we are creating a Style Sheet. 
<STYLE TYPE=" text/css" > 
 
Include the changes inside the tags  
<!-- -->  
 
Section 1 
This sets the background color to white and the overall text font to arial. Please 
remember to keep the data within the curly { }  brackets. 
BODY {background: white; font: ar ial} 
This sets the unclicked names on links and drill downs to blue. E.g. the "Logout" link 
on the main page of Interactive Reporting. 
A:link {color : blue} 
This sets the clicked names on links and drill downs to teal. E.g. the "Home" link of 
Interactive Reporting turn to teal after being pressed. 
A:visited {color : teal} 
These are the defaults for Headers, these are currently not used by Interactive 
Reporting. 
H1 {font-size: 24pt; font-family: ar ial} 
H2 {font-size: 18pt; font-family: braggadocio} 
H3 {font size:14pt; font-family: Desdemona} 
This chooses the Font style of most of the text in Interactive reporting, eg Analyze by, 
Categories 
font {font-family: times} 
 
Section 2 
This section deals with the analysis section of Interactive reporting. It sets the 
color,size and style of the text and the alignment of the drop down menus. The text in 
the drop down menus is unaffected. 
.analysisSelect_select {} 
The following affects the Analysis section on the main page. 
.analysisSelect_title {font-size: 12pt; font-weight: bold; color : black} 
.analysisSelect_selectCell {text-align: left} 
.analysisSelect_titleCell {} 
The following affect the analysis data labels of the reports, i.e. if the user press the 
Pivot Report button the data at the top of the report, Mapping and Mapping type etc, is 
affected. 
.analysisInfo_row {} 
.analysisInfo_titleCell {font-size: 12pt; font-weight: bold; color : black} 
.analysisInfo_cell {text-align: left; color : black} 
 
Section 3 
This section affects the filter text on the home page, e.g. Categories and Date Range. 
The text in the drop down menus is unaffected. 
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The first command affects the text of the Filter label on the main page.The text in the 
drop down menus is unaffected. The rest of the commands deal with the look of the 
filter section.  
.filter_heading {font-weight: bold; color : red} 
.filter_title {} 
.filter_titleCell {text-align: left; font-weight: bold; color : #444488} 
.filter_select {} 
.filter_selectCell {} 
.filter_text {} 
.filter_textCell {} 
.filter_date {} 
.filter_dateCell {} 
 
Section 4 
This changes the style of the Interactive Reporting Logo  
.ir_title {font-size: 18pt; font-weight: bold; color : darkblue} 
This changes the style of the headings of certain pages, eg the Change Password title 
on the change password page.  
.screen_title {font-size: 18pt; font-weight: bold; color : gray} 
.screen_subtitle {font-size: 12pt; font-weight: bold; color : #00007F} 
This changes the style of the instruction, eg the Choose date-ranges for comparison 
instruction on the compare page.  
.screen_instruction {font-size: 16pt; font-weight: bold; color : black} 
The next two commands alter the style of the login details. 
.loginInstruction {font-size: 16pt; font-style: italic; font-family: ar ial; color : blue} 
.login_titleCell {font-weight: bold; text-align:left} 
The following commands change the style of the various error messages.  
.er rorMessage {font-size: 12pt; font-weight: bold; font-family: ar ial; color :red} 
.promptMessage {font-size: 12pt; font-style: italic} 
.noRecordsFound {font-size: 14pt; font-weight: bold; color :red; text-align: center } 
.smallHelpText { font-size: 12; } 
 
Section 5 
The Table Class section deals with the results tables produced from Pivots and 
Analysis 
.table_class {border-width: 2; border-style: r idge} 
This section of the table class is responsible for the styling of the table header area. 
.tableheading_row {background-color : #E0E0E0; font-size: 14; font-weight: 
bold;} 
.tableheading_cell {text-align:center ; font-weight:bold; border-width: 1; border-
style: none} 
.tableheading_totalCell {text-align: r ight; font-weight: bold; font-style: italic; 
border -style: none} 
This section of the Table Class is responsible for the styling of the main table area. 
Here it can be seen how the odd numbered rows have a different color to the even 
numbered rows to help clarify the data. 
.tablerow_even_row {background-color : #FFFFFF} 
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.tablerow_odd_row {background-color : #F0F0F0} 

.tablerow_titleCell {font-weight: bold; border-width: 1; border-style: solid} 

.tablerow_totalCell {font-weight: bold; border -width: 1; border-style: solid; text-
align: r ight} 
.tablerow_cell {border -width: 1; border-style: solid; text-align: r ight} 
This section of the Table Class styles the grouping section of the table. When analysis 
data there is a drop down menu available which allows the user to group the data, e.g. 
into sales by day or quarter. This section styles this output  
.tablegrouptotal_row {background-color : #FFFFCC; font-weight: bold; text-
align: r ight} 
.tablegrouptotal_titleCell {border-width: 1; border -style: solid} 
.tablegrouptotal_cell {font-weight:bold; border -width: 1; border-style: solid} 
The final section of the Table Class refers to the total section of the table. 
.tabletotal_row {background-color : #CCFFFF; font-weight: bold; text-align: 
r ight} 
.tabletotal_titleCell {border-width: 1; border-style: solid} 
.tabletotal_cell {border-width: 1; border -style: solid} 
 
Section 6 
Finally, we come to the "look and feel" of the favourites section. This section is found 
at the button of the home page. 
.favour itesTable_class {border -width: 2; border-style: r idge} 
.favour itesTable_heading_row {font-weight: bold; font-style:italic; background-
color : #E0E0E0; font-size: 16} 
.favour itesTable_heading_cell {} 
.favour itesTable_row {background-color : white} 
.favour itesTable_cell {border-width: 1; border -style: solid; } 
.favour itesTable_operation {} 

 
 

 


